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the feelings and spiritual life, and is a universally human quality whose 
manifestation varies. The individual leavens the mass, but is dependent 
upon it. In primitive times the attitude of the individual towards the whole 
was important, but later the community itself determines the relationship. 
(This seems to me to be far from the truth.) The conclusion of this section 
is that no fixed laws of history can be discovered, while in the tenth and last 
section we are told that there is a regularity in the course of development. 
The work of no past civilization is wholly lost to the future. There is a 
general social and moral progress. Public institutions and the general 
conditions of life become better. Sympathy widens, and the relation of the 
individual to the community improves. There are three great causes of 
historical growth — nature, established historical conditions, and felt needs. 
Needs initiate change by producing ideas. The execution of ideas involves 
the ordering activity of the human mind which is hence the indispensable 
condition of progress. Change is perfected through the struggle of ideas. 
We are brought back to our starting-point by the statement that the essen- 
tial in history is always change united with conservation. 

While this work contains some interesting and valuable remarks, it is en- 
tirely lacking in unity of treatment, and it teems with solemn platitudes. It 
deals in a scanty fashion with many questions that belong to anthropology, 
ethnology, comparative religion, and cognate sciences, while affording a 
satisfactory treatment of none of these questions. A philosophy of history 
should either confine itself to the consideration of the epistemological and 
methodological problems of historical knowledge, or, if its author be more 
ambitious, it should attempt a comprehensive interpretation of history as 
part of a metaphysical theory of things. Professor Lindner has avoided 
both these methods of treatment. He has neither illuminated the confused 
course of historical evolution, nor contributed in any way to the theory of 
historical knowledge. Some points of his book will interest philosophical 
students of history, but it cannot be regarded as in any sense furthering the 
interpretation of history. J. A. Leighton. 
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